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FROM Sandy Scheuermann, President - Welcome to all members of the Mike Bernard Hibiscus Society.
We have a new and exciting year ahead of us starting with the Festival de Fleur in March, our show in
May, and topping it off with our BBQ at Buddy’s in August.
This year each meeting will start with thirty minute programs pertaining to the care and maintenance of
hibiscus.  A meeting agenda to follow each program will be sent out to the membership before each
meeting.  Please print and bring a copy with you.  The board has also decided to not designate certain
members to bring snacks and food for the meetings.  However, if you would like to bring something,
please feel free to do so.  Drinks will continue to be provided. Drawings for plants and merchandise will
continue.  Hope to see you at our first meeting March 3rd, at 6:00, in the Ira Nelson Center.

Buddy’s Blooms and Things…….March 2015…….as I write this our chapter is preparing for its annual visit
to Dupont Nursery. Seeing and raising magnificent blooms is really what our club is all about. See you at
the March 3rd meeting………………………Buddy

The following fine article was taken from the most recent Hidden Valley newsletter and written by our
friends, Cindy and Charles Black. This information along with the presentation by our own Jay Ruffin
should get you off to a great start. Follow this information closely and your babies will reward you with a
wonderful array of color.

Help for Hibiscus Damaged by Cold

Nothing feels more tragic than seeing your
beautiful hibiscus garden get decimated by
freeze damage. Tips of branches wilt and die,
and the poor plants can end up looking like
dead sticks covered with wilted leaves. What do
you do?

Provide Warmth

If your plants are in pots, bring them inside.
Warmth is the first and most important thing
you can do for your plants. Ideally they should
come into a bright room but not in direct
sunlight. If you don't have the ideal situation,
bring them inside anyway. Warmth is more
important than the type of sunlight! Use
Houseplant Formula on your plants all through
the winter and spring. It is our best possible

formula for sick plants and will pull your
hibiscus through the stress they have
undergone more quickly than anything else you
can use.

If your plants are in the ground, then provide
some warmth for them outside. String
Christmas lights around the plants, the old-
fashioned incandescent type if you still have
them. They provide more heat than the new
LED lights. Be sure to use outdoor certified
lights and outdoor extension cords. Then cover
the plant and lights with freeze cloth, which you
can buy inexpensively at any garden center or
hardware store. You don't need to remove the
lights and freeze cloth. Just leave them on until
all danger of frost is past.



Another way to provide warmth if your hibiscus
are up against a house or fence is to tack plastic
over them and fashion a mini greenhouse.

If a freeze catches you by surprise and your
hibiscus are uncovered outside, turn sprinklers
on them and leave them on all through the
freezing night. Turn the water on high enough
that it will sprinkle each whole hibiscus plant
and really soak the whole plant. In the morning,
your plants will be covered in ice ~ a scary sight
for sure! But even ice helps insulate plants and
keep them warmer in a freeze.

As long as there is danger of frost, resist the
urge to prune your plants or remove the wilted
leaves. Provide warmth and leave the plants
alone for now.

Growth Enhancer and Fertilizer

Growth Enhancer can work wonders for cold-
damaged plants! If you haven't tried it yet, this
is the time to try it. It is the first line of defense
for any sick, damaged, or stressed plant, and if
there is anything left to save in your plant,
Growth Enhancer will save it. Don't forget to
keep using fertilizer too. Even if the top part of
the plant is not growing, the roots need to keep
growing underground, and the more vigorous
root growth is, the more hormones your plant
will churn out, and eventually the more top
growth you will see. So continue to use both
Growth Enhancer and fertilizer all through the
winter months. Or if you prefer, you can simply
use Houseplant Formula. It has both fertilizer
and Growth Enhancer, along with many other
nutrients, in the optimum doses for sick or
stressed plants.

Now it's Spring - Time to Clean Up and Prune

Be sure to have plenty of water-free hand
cleaner with you because you will need to
sterilize your pruners after every cut into
damaged wood. Once you start pruning, you'll
also need to collect all dead, possibly diseased
wood and put it in a plastic trash bag. You want
to send all bad wood off to the dump in plastic
bags rather than leave it lying around where it
can spread disease back to your healthy
hibiscus plants.

Checking for Live Wood

First check your plants for dead stems and
branches. The test is simple enough. Working
from the tip of each plant stem down toward
the base, use a strong fingernail or a small knife
to make a small scratch test (1/4-1/2 inch long).
Scrape away a tiny bit of the brown outer bark
of the stem that you are not sure about and
look at the color underneath. A live branch will
be bright green underneath the bark. If the
branch is brown or light tan, it is dead. Some
dead stems may be rotten, soft and squishy to
the touch. There's no need to do a scratch test
on stems that are soft and squishy - they are
clearly rotting and dead. Just keep working your
way down the stem, doing scratch tests, until
you find the point where scratching away the
bark reveals bright, healthy, green plant tissue
underneath. Plant tissue that is dull green with
brown mixed in is not likely to live, so keep
moving your way down the branch until you
find a bright green patch. Now that we know
where the live wood begins, it's time to remove
the dead wood.



Removing the Dead Wood - Two Strategies

When cutting dead or dying wood from the
plant, there are two strategies to choose from.
The first is to find the highest spot of clean, live
wood on a stem and then cut the stem 1/4 inch
above the next visible node down from that
spot. This will eliminate the ugly, dead wood
and keep any disease from spreading
downward. When you make the cut, the inner
core of the stem should be clean and white, not
streaked with dark stains. If it isn't, then move
further down the stem and keep cutting until
you find good, clean, white wood. Keep in mind
that the stem is likely to branch out from the
node nearest the cut or from the 2-3 nodes just
below the cut. Sometimes this is just fine, but
other times that might make for a funny-looking

plant with stems branching out near the top but
not the bottom.

The second pruning strategy is to shape the
plant while removing the dead wood. You start
the same way, by finding the point where the
wood is clean, green, and white. Instead of
cutting just above the first clean, healthy node,
the cut is made further down, just above a node
that is pointing in the direction you would like a
stem to grow. Be sure and cut 1/4 inch above
the node, so that there is room for the new
stem to sprout. If the cut is too high, the
remaining wood above the node may rot. If the
cut is too close to the node, you may remove
the special plant cells that would have sprouted
into the new branch. In this second pruning
strategy, you remove more wood than is
necessary to eliminate the dead wood. Some of
what is removed will be white and clean but the
idea is to force more stems to sprout lower
down on the bush, to help it achieve a full and
attractive appearance. You may cut away as
much as 2/3 or even more of a branch in order
to do this. Don't be afraid to prune back many
of the stems severely. The plant will re-grow
with more branches than ever before and look
fuller than ever before. More branches mean
more flowers, too!

Some of the dead wood on a hibiscus bush will
just be twigs. Remove the dead twigs as close to
the branch they were growing from as possible
without damaging that branch. Throw them in a
trash bag in order to dispose of them.

Deeply Pruned Hibiscus Branch
Cut has clean, white wood inside bark.

New growth is sprouting below.



Helping Your Hibiscus Come out of Dormancy

After cleaning up your hibiscus by removing all
dead wood and pruning some branches for
shape, what do you do? It will take several
weeks, depending on weather, before your
hibiscus will come out of dormancy and new
growth will come back. During that time keep
the hibiscus evenly moist if possible, and keep
fertilizing and using Growth Enhancer.

To speed up the start of new growth, you can
additionally spray your plants with Wake-Up
Spray. Spray as often as daily until each new
growing tip has its first set of real leaves, then
cut down your spraying to once per week for 2-
3 weeks more, then stop using Wake-Up Spray
and let the Growth Enhancer and fertilizer do
their work alone.

Hibiscus thrive on attention, and many of the
cold-damaged plants from a cold winter will
come roaring back to bloom again in the
summer if they are given a little tender loving
care as they recover from winter. As the
temperature warms and summer approaches,
increase your fertilizer and water, and add in
Hibiscus Booster to increase growth and get
your plants fully ready to start blooming. Stay
vigilant for insect attack or use routine
treatments on the plants as a preventive.

Dupont Trip was FUN for All!

I guess I
told HIM!

WOW, I
guess he
told me!

Seriously!
Is there a

big bug on
my head??

Is it really
wrong to
buy more

plants when
I already

have over
4000??Striking a Pose, Baby!!



Birthdays – Happy Birthday to All!

Shirley Bourque     Jan. 19
Theresa Gore         Jan. 25
Jay Ruffin Jan. 26
Charlotte Detraz   Jan. 27

Inez Barras             Feb. 6
Anita Petitjean      Feb. 7
Martha Dousay      Feb. 12

Jack Burson            Feb. 12
Ted Bourque          Feb. 28

Charlotte Lege       Mar. 1
Erika Brown Mar. 12
Rusty Petitjean      Mar. 14
Kirk Crane               Mar. 18

Calendar of Upcoming Events!

March 14-15....LSU Spring Garden Show, Baton Rouge
March 28-29....Festival Des Fleurs, Lafayette
April 12...Lone Star show and sales, Houston

April 26...Space City show and sale, Pasadena, TX
May 3....Red Stick show and sale, Baton Rouge

May 9...Space City show and sale, Houston
May 17....MBAC show and sale, Lafayette

May 24...New Orleans show and sale, New Orleans

More Flowers & Fun Pics from the Dupont Nursery Trip!

Let’s have a look
in your top

pocket. That
looks like a seed

pod.

Drat! Caught
by the

dreaded
Hibiscus
Police!



G O R G E O U S!!!!


